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Organisation Details: 

www.ikon-gallery.org  

Ikon Gallery is a contemporary art gallery located in Brindleyplace, Birmingham. We 
exhibit artists from around the world and a variety of media including sound, film, mixed 
media, photography, painting, sculpture and installation. Originally conceived in 1965, 
Ikon has become an important contemporary art gallery outside of London.  

Our off-site programme develops dynamic relationships between art, artists and 
audiences outside the gallery. Projects vary enormously in scale, duration and location, 
challenging expectations of where art can be seen and by whom.  

Education is at the heart of Ikon’s activities, stimulating public interest in and 
understanding of contemporary visual art. Through a variety of talks, tours, workshops 
and seminars, our Learning team aims to build a meaningful relationship with Ikon’s 
audience that enables visitors to engage with, discuss and reflect on contemporary art.  

Project Title:  
The Ikon’s activity during the 1980s  

Project Objectives:  
Ikon 1980s is a survey of Ikon’s programme from 1978 to 1989 which celebrates our 
50th anniversary year. Following on from The Best Things in Life Happen Accidentally 
and This Could Happen to You – surveys of the 1960s and 1970s respectively (2004, 
2009) – this is the third chapter in an ongoing account of art shown by the gallery since 
it opened in 1964. The comprehensive selection of paintings, sculpture, installation, film 
and photography reviews a pivotal decade in British art history through the lens of a 
major British visual arts institution, highlighting the rise of postmodernism and the 
increasing popularity of installation. 

Working closely with the programming team in research and cataloguing of our archive 
as we work towards a survey exhibition of Ikon's activity during the 1980s called Ikon 
1980s which opens in July 2014. This is also a good opportunity to develop a parallel 
project. 

Desired outcome:  
Further details to follow.  

http://ikon-gallery.org/event/some-of-the-best-things-in-life-happen-accidentally/
http://ikon-gallery.org/event/this-could-happen-to-you-ikon-in-the-1970s/


Suggested Schedule  
Spring 2014  

Researcher skills required for this project  
Tbc. 
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