
Knowledge Exchange in Design 2013/14

The Knowledge Exchange in Design (KED) programme aims to enhance public 
engagement with design and provide career development opportunities for research 
students and early career researchers. Design has a significant contribution to make 
to all organisations - and academic research can benefit greatly from engagement 
with real world projects and perspectives. Now in its second year, the project is 
recognised as a well-regarded programme, bringing benefits to partner organisations  
and the research community.

Aims
Knowledge exchange will be achieved through pairing researchers with partner 
organisations, and researchers will work on an agreed project for from three to five 
days. This might be a small self contained project, a problem-solving exercise, 
contribution to the planning or delivery of specific projects, or the development of a 
future strategy for the partner organisation.
The residencies will also facilitate the cross fertilisation of ideas and approaches, 
and will sow the seeds of more long term collaboration and training. As a result of 
participating in this programme, students and early career researchers will gain 
practical experience of applying their design knowledge and research expertise in a 
broader context. They will also gain insight into potential opportunities for 
engagement outside academia in situations where their skills will have relevance. 
The peer mentoring scheme will further enhance their sense of collegiality and team 
working as well as facilitating the development of mentoring skills within a supportive 
format. 

Partner Organisations
We are seeking projects from a range of partner organisations including both large 
commercial organisations and SMEs and cultural organisations such as galleries and 
museums.  The partner organisations will host PhD students and early career 
researchers on short residencies for at least three to five days. An individual within 
the partner organisation will be required to work with the researcher, providing 
planning and support during the project. The researcher will commit to producing an 
output for the partner organisation in the form of for example a presentation or  
report. 



Schedule 

October – November 2013
Negotiation of projects with partner organisations. Partners submit project briefs.
Student selection and matching to projects.

January - June 2014
Delivery of projects, including progress reviews and end of project reports.
Networking event to celebrate successes and to provide support to students and 
partners.

Contacts:

Dr. Anne Boultwood
Research Training Co-ordinator, BIAD
anne.boultwood@bcu.ac.uk
0121 331 7885

   Jayne Sharples 
   Project manager and mentoring lead                                        
   jayne@js-coaching.co.uk
   07980 268867


