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Knowledge Exchange in Design 

Fran Welby Project Brief 

Organisation Details:  

Fran Welby - independent artist 

I trained in Bookbinding & Conservation at the London College of Printing in 2006, since 
then I have enthusiastically approached the whole business of attempting to make a 
living out of something that I enjoy doing. 

I have sold through galleries, at Arts & Craft based shows and at one time I had a 
website. Part of all the above have worked to a degree, but in a time where the selling 
of a handmade book cannot compete with mass production, I have gone back to the 
drawing board and thought things through again. 

I am now making miniature books, I make each component  of the book, sewn book 
block, silk head bands, pared leather for the spine and on completion a tooled 'f' in gold 
leaf on the spine. Thus a book has now become a piece of jewellery, each book comes 
with a length of chiffon ribbon a gift box and a brief description of the maker (me). 

I suggest when I sell them that, "an ideal gift for someone special, to keep treasures in." 
I have just launched them at their first event, a private three day mixed media sale in 
Cambridge, they did well on the first outing, retailing at £27.00 each. 

They fall between two camps, one is they are a book, the other now a piece of jewellery. 
As we all know, women are brilliant at falling in love with things that adorn the body, 
thus my challenge is to present them in a way and at a price that makes them the 'must 
have gift'.... 

Project Title:  

The Future of the “f miniature” 

Project Objectives: 

I would like a researcher to help me to see if these little books might have a future, in 
other words, can enough value be place on them to sell them in high end stores? 
Is it enough to call something Jewellery to launch it in a different direction?  
 
The problem that I have had to address is the price of them. As a miniature book they 
have one price, as a piece of jewellery they may have another. 
 



 

 

I think it's about perception, we know that what we have in front of us is a book, but by 
attaching a ribbon or chain to it and calling it 'jewellery' something else has been 
achieved. The challenge, in part, is to give a value to something that we know to be one 
thing, but has become another. 
 
I would love to be able to examine in detail and have a good conversation with a 
researcher, to see what I do with fresh eyes. 

Desired outcome:  

Recommendations for future plans for the “f miniature” 

Suggested Schedule: 

Flexible 

 


